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secured by drawing about one-half ounce of blood from the jugular vein. The drawing of the blood looks simple but is best left to the experienced operator. It is very doubtful whether the average man on the farm would be able to secure the samples. The blood is drawn in sterile bottles and mailed to a laboratory where the test is completed. The agglutination test is a reliable aid in the diagnosis and eradication of contagious abortion from a dairy herd.
Treatment
Before the true cause of contagious abortion was known, it was customary to attempt the treatment of cows affected with this disease. The reader is doubtless familiar with the early attempts by means of methylene blue, carbolic acid, and various other drugs. All such methods have proved fruitless. Even with present knowledge of the disease, many preparations are sold as guaranteed cures and preventives. None of them has stood the test of time and has served only to increase the despair of herd owners. From time to time new drugs, supported by extravagant claims and testimonials, are offered. These facts are not given with the intent to discourage the owner from treating animals with retained afterbirth or those barren animals which may respond to proper treatment. The irrigation of the generative organs is necessary in such cases and is often successful.
The owner of a herd not infected with abortion is not likely to worry about prevention. He does not often become greatly concerned until the disease appears. Nevertheless, if he is thoroughly familiar with the facts, a few simple practices can be used as everyday sanitation against the disease. There are good reasons for believing that the disease is often brought into a herd through the introduction of cows or pregnant heifers affected with contagious abortion. These animals may abort later and act as spreaders of the disease. Bulls and unbred heifers are